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The federal election signals a
rejection of the Conservative
party’s corporate agenda, said
Canadian Labour Congress presi-
dent Bob White the day after the
vote.

“The Tories and the Reform
Party tried to'make deficit reduc-
tion at the expense of social pro-
-grams and jobs the main theme of
the campaign,” argued White in
a morning-after statement. “But

“instead voters wanted jobs, pro-
tection of social programs and
hope for the future.”

Nobody should interpret the
election of Reform Party MPs as a
move to the extreme right, said the
CLC leader.

“Thousands of frustrated Cana-

|| Labour sees silver lining in
election defeat of Tories

dians were mad as hell at what has
happened to them,” he argued,

- “and the Reform Party was the

beneficiary.”

White said he was disappointed
at the drop in the NDP vote, but
praised Audrey McLaughlin who,
he said, “conducted a campaign in
very difficult circumstances with
enormous credibility and enthusi-
asm.”

He also lamented that voters
didn’t express opposition to free
trade and the North American
Free Trade Agreement.

But he predicted the free trade
issue won’t go away, and with the
US mounting trade actions against
Canada, “the new government
will have to represent Canada’s

interests much better than in the
past.”

He urged English Canadians to
accept the election of Bloc Quebe-
cois MPs without rancour.

“If it is acceptable for B.C. or
Alberta to send significant num-
bers of regionally-based Reform
Party MPs to Ottawa, then it has to
be equally acceptable for Quebe-
cers to make their own democratic
choice," White said. -

“Mr. Chrétien and the Liberals
won the election on the issues of
jobs, protecting social programs,
elimination of the GST, and giving
Canadians hope for the future,”
concluded White. “We urge the
new Liberal government to pro-
ceed with this agenda quickly.”

KLEIN-FIGHTERS: Members of the Alberta Union of Provincial Employees, now facing five per cent wage
rollback demands from Tory premier Ralph Klein, are also campaigning against privatization of liquor sales.
Members tackled provincial treasurer Jim Dinning in Edmonton in September as corner liquor stores ‘began

opening province-wide.
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ACN analyzes election, pushes policy options

By MAURICE SMITH

The Action Canada Network ana-
lyzed federal election results and
said good bye to long time chair
person and free trade foe Tony
Clarke, who stepped down at its
22nd national assembly in Ottawa.
Nov.5to 7. ‘

The ACN, a national coalition of
unions and community groups that
has waged a long struggle against
the North American Free Trade
Agreement, saw a clear rejection of
the Tories’ corporate agenda and
trade. policies in the recent federal
election.

The network pledged to keep up
pressure on the new Liberal govern-

ment to act on its key election pro-
mise on jobs.

Delegates to the meeting, at which
HEU was represented, also made a
commitment to continue to fight
the economic and social effects of
the corporate agenda and build
public support for alternate eco-
nomic and social policies.

Clarke, formerly of the Confer-
ence of Catholic Bishops organiza-
tion, has been chair or co-chair of
the ACN for six and one-half years.

Anticipating Clarke’s departure, a
paper had been prepared entitled
The Making of a Movement, a docu-
ment that laid out the many strug-
gles the organization has been

involved in — the national cam-
paign on federal budget cuts, UIC
program cuts, the Gulf War, Medi-
care, free trade, drug patent bill,
NAFTA and others.

It also included information on
the mass mobilization around the
2.5 million ballots signed by people
against the GST in 1990.

The assembly also adopted meas-
ures to expand the ACN steering
committee to be more inclusive and
include at least three provincial
coalitions. A hiring process is now

underway to replace Clarke. The

next national assembly will be held
in Ottawa in late January or early
February 1994. :

FREE TRADE

Langley firm
exports jobs
to win U.S.
contract

By DAN KEETON ,‘

Free trade is supposed to be a
two-way street, but a Langley firm
with a contract to supply subway
lighting in Los Angeles has run into
a no-enfry sign.

Ledalite Architectural Products, a -

local business with a Canadian
Auto Workers certification, re-
cently landed a contract to supply

-lighting, sound and communica-

tions equipment for the latest phase
of L.A.’s rapid transit system. But
under the U.S. federal Buy America
Act, the jobs created must go south

“of the border.

“It's a bit of a bummer for us,”

- commented Ledalite owner Peter

Murphy in an interview, “It’s not
efficient for a company to operate
that way.” v

CAW representative Jeff Keighley
compares the situation to the
Brain Drain, where talent is
sapped from Canada to serve U.S.
industry, “Canada’s effectively
selling intellectual property, but
none of the nuts-and-bolts work to
go with it.”

The Buy. America Act stipulates
that labour, parts and materials
supplied for federally funded pro-
jects must be located or purchased
in the United States. It is exempt
from the anti-protectionist regula-
tions in the Canada-U.S. Free Trade
Agreement, under which Canada is
prohibited from enacting similar
legislation.

Murphy said the firm went “all
the way to the top” lobbying the
U.S. Trade Depdrtment in an effort
toinclude Canada in the Buy Amer-
ica Act, to no avail. He said lower
tariffs under free trade allowed his
company to bid competitively, but

~ the act prohibits Canadian manu-

facture, “It’s one of those Catch-22
things.”

Ledalite will re-open a plant in
Kent, Washington, near Seattle,
where the firm manufactured prod-
ucts for phase I of the L.A. rapid

 transit system in 1991.

It will be a union shop under
certification with the Interna-
tional Brotherhood of Electrical
Workers. The company has been
allowed to do some design train-
ing in Canada. '

Ledalite got its start designing
and producing trackbed lighting
for Skytrain, where its technicians
“gained the expertise they used
for a successful bid for the Los
Angeles system,” Keighley re-
marked.
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