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""st, Paul's executive members Fred Muzm left, and Tom Knowles dis

St. Paul’s unit “éhames the Johns

The St. Paul's Unit is
very concemned with the
welfare of our members,
not only in the workplace,
but in the community as
well. For this reason we
have supported groups
and associations whose
aims have been the
betterment of our mem-

Protect health care

The articles in the
March issue of the
Guardian have moved
me to write my first letter
to the editor. | was partic-
ularly impressed with the
articles on Medicare and

“Interesting and informative”

Having just read the
March issue of the Hospi-
tal Guardian, | feel
obliged to write and con-
gratulate you on the new
format.

| found the articles
interesting,  informative
and very easy to read. [t
is publications like the
new Guardian that will
help increase the aware-
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bers' lives.

Most recently, we par-
ticipated in a noontime
demonstration in support
of the “Shame the Johns”
Committee, a West End
group devoted 1o clean-
ing up the problems
caused by prostitution in
their area.

Privatization.

Our senior citizens
pioneered the Medicare
system. They deserve to
have quality health care,
guaranteed along with
every other British

ness of the public to
health care and union
issues.

Who better to speak
out for the preservation of
health care than health
care workers?

Lisa Hansen
Labour Relations Officer
Health Sciences Associa-

tion

Our main concern is for
female members leaving
the hospital after late
shifts and being solicited
or harassed while on the
way home.

We hope that by
expressing our concemn
in an active and con-
structive way that we can

Columbian, in the event
of illness or disability.

With government cuts
in the home care pro-
grams and the threat of
privatization . many sick
and disabled individuals
will be unnecessarily
forced to leave their
home and be institution-
alized.

We have to protect our
health  care  system
because people are a
priority. Healthy, happy
working people will invest
and spend their dollars to
promote our economy. |
am proud to be a British
Columbian and | support
Solidarity.

(Mrs.) Terry Lukach
MSA Unit
Abbotsford

S
Marching

improve safety in the
area and lessen our
members' exposure to
harassment.

Fred Muzin

Assistant
secretary-treasurer

St. Paul's unit

down
Main Street

Why is the HEU sup-
porting a communist
plot? The recent Walk for
Peace on April 28 is noth-
ing short of a communist
idea.

Indirectly, what these
people are asking the
communists is if we dis-
arm don’t come over here
and bomb us. How
insane can a person's
thinking be. Once dis-
armed, the Russians and
any other eastern country
will be marching down
Main Street.

| ask that the union
offer no further support to
such a cause.

J.B. Latham
Surrey Unit
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PEOPLE IN FOCUS

from the sale of these
crops, Nicaragua's econ-
omy would collapse.

Ron’s group, which
spent most of its time on
a 3,000-hectare state
farm in the northern
Nicaraguan province of
Leon, also helped dig dry
wells to improve drainage
in the neighboring vil-
lages.

But four weeks of pick-
ing cotton is the hard way
to find out about the
problems facing the
Nicaraguan people. Last
month, a less strenuous
opportunity  for HEU
members came avail-
able.

A leading member of
Fetsalud, Nicaragua's
national health workers’
union, toured B.C. and
visited a number of HEU

units including Grace,
Children's, and G.F
Strong.

Mercedes Navarrate,
Fetsalud's director of
international relations,

spent a week in B.C. dur-
ing which time she
addressed the NDP lead-

ership convention and
met with Vancouver city
council. She also met
and had . lunch with
HEU’s provincial execu-
tive.

Navarrate told B.C.
audiences that her union
is  concentrating  on
improving the health of all
Nicaraguans, a difficult

L ]
Central supply technicians
take special training course

After more than a year
of specialized training,
four HEU members at
Victoria General Hospital
have recently become
the first registered central
supply technicians in the
province.

Sister Joyce Townsley,
Brother Robert Hotchin,
Sister Barbara Kerr and
Sister Myrtle Donaghy,
completed the training
this spring and received
their diplomas after writ-
ing two separate exami-

task because of the lack
of material resources and
technical expertise.

She explained that so
much of the country's
resources are used to
fight the attacks of anti-
Sandinista forces that
critical areas like health
care are deprived.

“The only way to free

nations.

Joyce explains that the
training program was
offered as a correspond-
ence course through Pur-
due University in the
United States. It's the
only program of its type
in North America.

“The program focuses
on the latest techniques
for sterilizing and disin-
fecting hospital materi-
als,” Joyce says. "Central
supply has developed
into a specialized body of

up these resources is to
restore peace to Nicara-
gua and eliminate the
threat of American inter-
ference,” she toild one
public meeting.

Navarrate's B.C. tour
was endorsed by HEU
who also contributed
$500 towards the cost of
the tour.

knowledge in the crucial
area of disinfection and
sterilization,” she says.

Joyce says she and
her three co-workers took
the course because they
wanted to improve their
knowledge in the impor-
tant area of central sup-
ply.

“The course taught us
everything we needed to
know in this field and we
all believe that it will give
us a better understand-
ing of all aspects of our
jobs.”

MILESTONES

The Inn of the Rockies
in Kimberley was the
scene of a recent retire-
ment party for Sister Effie
Gillespie, an HEU mem-
ber for the past eight
years.

Effie worked as a resi-
dent care worker at the
Kimberley Special Care
unit since the first day the
facility opened its doors.
Popular with residents
and co-workers alike,
Effie was honored by

both groups at separate
celebrations.

Effie plans to spend
her retirement in the east
Kootenay city “probably
getting some yard work
done around the house.”
She says the most
difficult thing about being
retired is that she doesn't
get to see her friends
from the unit, especially
the residents.

“I miss all the old
dears,” Effie says, “but

the home is close enough
for me to drop in and
visit.”

After 15 years of ser-
vice, Sister Grace March-
ment, a housekeeper at
Victoria's Mount Tolmie
unit, retired on April 20.

Grace was an active
HEU member during her
time at Mount Tolmie. She
held the positions of
chairperson, vice-
chairperson, warden and

~and

trustee in the unit.

An avid bird fancier,
Grace has served as a
judge at various bird
shows. The Order of the
Eastern Star and the local

. bowling league are other

community interests that
take up Grace's time.
Now that she is retired,
Grace says she is looking
forward to spending
more time with her birds
“getting a well
deserved rest.”
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